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Gorton  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1908. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Twenty-second  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  Tear  1908. 

The  area  comprised  in  the  Urban  District  is  1,133  acres  (about 
one  and  three-quarter  square  miles),  of  which  38  acres  are  under 
water. 

The  census  of  1901  gave  a population  of  26,564,  which  is 
estimated  to  have  increased  to  40,000  at  the  middle  of  1908. 

Of  the  94  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  of  Lancashire,  with  an 
estimated  population  of  991,685,  the  average  density  is  3^62 
persons  per  acre;  and  of  19  Municipal  Boroughs  embraced  in  the 
County  returns,  with  a population  of  559,09!)  the  average  density 
is  7*16;  whilst  19  Rural  Sanitary  Districts  (population  229,201), 
the  .average  density  is  o'3i  persons  per  acre. 

The  average  density  of  the  population  of  Gorton  is  35,  as 
compared  with  the  neighbouring  townships  of  West  Gorton  100, 
Openshaw  50,  Ardwick  88,  Bradford  (Manchester)  87,  Beswick 
130,  Hulme  133. 

There  were  registered  1,301  births  (1,162  the  previous  year); 
of  these  658  were  males  and  643  females  ; 30  were  registered  as 
illegitimate  (29  the  previous  year).  The  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  numbered  645,  and  previous  years:  1907,  582;  1906,  525; 

i9°5>  47 1 5 I9°4)  5°2  1 I9°3)  436 ; !902>  548  5 WG  337 ; I9°°) 
446;  1899,  388;  1898,  857. 
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I he  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  32*5,  as  compared  with  1907, 
30  9;  1906,  33*3  ; 1905,  33 '7 ; 1904,  36  0;  1903,  34-2;  1902,  38-9; 

1901,  32'8;  the  average  of  ten  years  being  35'o  (1898  to  1907). 

The  birth-rate  for  1907  for  England  and  Wales  was  26'3  ; 
County  of  Lancaster,  24-23  (Urban  24  47,  Rural  22' 60)  ; 76  large 
English  towns,  27-0;  Gorton,  30-9;  West  Gorton,  27-5;  Openshaw, 

339* 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  656  (582  the  previous  year)  ; 
of  these  345  were  males,  and  3 1 j females. 

Included  in  the  above  total  are  the  deaths  of  persons  occurring 
outside  the  District,  but  belonging  to  this  District  : Withington 
Workhouse  Hospital,  67;  Fever  Hospital,  3;  Public  Institutions 
outside  the  District,  23  ; total  93. 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  registered  of  persons  dying  in 
the  District  is  563  ; the  previous  year,  495. 

The  actual  death-rate  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  for 
1908  was  140;  1907,  13*2;  1906,  15*1  ; 1905,  ib'i  ; 1904,  170; 
1903,  16-1  ; 1902,  17-6  ; the  average  of  5 years  being  15-5. 

The  total  death-rate  for  1908  was  16-4,  as  compared  with 
19075  1 5*5  i i9o65  T7  4 1 i9°55  18*5 ; 1904,  19-2;  1903,  189;  the 
average  of  10  years  being  i9’o  (1898  to  1907). 

Idle  death-rate  for  1907  for  England  and  Wales  was  15-0;  76 
large  English  towns,  154;  County  of  Lancaster,  i4'4°  (Urban 
14*59,  Rural  13-11)  ; West  Gorton,  16*04;  Openshaw,  18*28; 
Ardwick,  1 6*54 ; Gorton  for  the  same  year,  15*5. 

The  average  death-rate  for  the  County  during  the  years  1897 
to  1906  was  16;  England  and  Wales,  167;  Gorton,  19-3. 

I he  Infantile  mortality  equalled  163  infants  dying  under  12 
months  of  age  out  of  each  1,000  births  during  1908,  as  compared 
with  1907,  144;  1906,  165;  1905,  170;  1904,  199;  1903,  200; 

1902,  152;  1901,  205;  the  average  of  10  years  being  188  (1898  to 
1907). 

dhe  Infantile  mortality  during  1907  for  England  and  Wales 
was  1 18;  76  large  English  towns,  127;  County  of  Lancaster,  123 
(Urban  129,  Rural  96);  West  Gorton,  172;  Openshaw,  153;  Ard- 
wick, 135;  Gorton,  144;  the  average  of  10  years,  England  and 
Wales,  145;  the  County,  154;  Gorton,  194  (1897  to  1906). 

Of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  there  were  213  deaths;  of 
these  63  were  under  one  month  of  age.  The  principal  causes  of 
death  of  these  infants  were  : Zymotic  Diarrhoea,  43  (all  over  one 
month  of  age) ; Premature  Births,  36  (33  of  them  under  one 
month) ; Wasting  Diseases,  chiefly  due  to  lack  of  breast  milk,  2o  ; 


Chest  Diseases,  26;  Birth  Defects,  20;  Tubercular  Diseases,  17; 
Whooping  Cough,  9;  Convulsions,  9;  Measles,  4;  Chicken  Pox, 
1 ; Other  Diseases,  19. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  5 years  of  age  for  1908  was  310 
(the  previous  year  240).  Of  the  total  deaths  for  1908,  47  per  cent, 
were  of  children  under  5 years  of  age,  as  compared  with  1907, 
41  ; 1906,  48;  1905,  45;  1904,  47;  1903,  51  ; 1902,  47;  the  average 
of  5 years  being  46  (1907  to  1903). 

In  the  following  table  the  ages  are  given  at  which  death 
occurred  : — 


1908  1907  1906 

1905 

1904  1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

Under  1 year  

213 

168 

182 

178 

215 

196 

164 

182 

205 

180 

Between  1 and  5 .... 

97 

72 

99 

83 

61 

80 

86 

78 

73 

76 

>.  5 „ i5  

21 

24 

20 

25 

24 

14 

32 

32 

20 

12 

,,  15  , , 25.... 

22 

18 

22 

29 

25 

35 

22 

49 

28 

19 

>,  2 5 65  

192 

191 

184 

1 77 

172 

137 

146 

140 

159 

147 

Over  65  

1 1 1 

109 

70 

83 

81 

78 

74 

68 

56 

64  j 

Total  Deaths  

656 

582 

5 77 

575 

00 

yj~l 

540 

524 

549 

54i 

498 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  from  the  notified 
infectious  diseases  was  19  (the  previous  year  17),  namely  : Scarlet 
Fever,  5;  Diphtheria,  3;  Typhoid  Fever,  8;  Puerperal  Fever,  3. 

From  other  infectious  diseases  not  notifiable  there  were  : 
Measles,  15;  Whooping  Cough,  14;  Zymotic  Diarrhoea,  60. 

The  diseases  which  are  included  in  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases  are  : Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  (in- 
cluding Diphtheritic  Croup),  Whooping  Cough,  Typhoid  Fever, 
and  Zymotic  Diarrhoea. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  for  1908  numbered  105  (the 
previous  year  69) ; of  these  deaths,  57  of  them  were  under  5 years 
of  age,  and  48  over  5. 

I he  death-rate  for  several  years  past  from  these  diseases  are  : 
1908,  20;  1907,  1 *5 ; 1906,  3-7;  1905,  3-0;  1904,  2-3;  1903,  25; 
1902,  27;  1901,  3*7  ; the  average  of  10  years  being  3^4  (1898  to 

I9°7)- 

For  the  County  the  death-rate  from  these  seven  Zymotic 
diseases  for  1907  was  143  (Urban  1-51,  Rural  o‘88) ; England  and 
Wales  T26 ; 76  large  English  towns,  T54 ; Gorton,  1*5. 

Inquests  were  held  on  29  cases  during  the  year;  1907,  23; 
1906,  19;  1905,  21  ; 1904,  35;  1903,  18;  1902,  32;  1901,  27;  1900, 
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In  Withington  Workhouse  Hospital  there  were  67  deaths  of 
persons  belonging  to  this  District;  1907,  66;  1906,  55;  1905,  50; 

!904>  T9°3>  54;  W02*  391  1 9°  C 49  1 19°°i  27  5 i899,  42  ; 1898, 

25i  i897>  36;  i896,  27- 

The  infectious  diseases  which  are  reported  to  the  District 
Council  are  : Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Membranous 
Croup,  Erysipelas,  and  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  during  1908  was  219;  1907, 
443  5 1906,  274  ; 1905,  260  ; 1904,  228  ; 1903,  224  ; 1902,  186  ; 
19m,  234;  1900,  179. 

Out  of  each  1,000  inhabitants  the  following  number  suffered 
from  infectious  diseases:  1908,  57;  1907,  1 1 *8 ; 1906,  8'3  ; 1905, 
8*3 ; 1904,  7*5 ; 1903,  7*8;  1902,  67;  1901,  8*6 ; 1900,  4*6;  the 
average  of  10  years  being  7*6  (1898  to  1907). 

The  cases  reported  were  : Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup, 
25;  Erysipelas,  23;  Scarlet  Fever,  134;  Typhoid  Fever,  26; 
Puerperal  Fever,  11. 

St.  James'  Ward  has  an  area  of  255  acres,  and  an  estimated 
population  of  15,000,  being  58  persons  per  acre. 

There  were  455  births  (442  the  previous  year),  and  268  deaths 
(the  previous  year  254).  The  birth-rate  for  this  ward  for  1908  was 
307  (the  previous  year  30  9),  and  the  death-rate  17  8,  as  compared 
with  1907,  177;  1906,  170;  1905,  187;  1904,  i9‘i;  1903,  189; 
the  average  of  10  years  being  18*5  (1898  to  1907). 

There  were  95  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  and  the  infantile 
mortality  equalled  208  children  dying  under  12  months  of  age 
out  of  each  1,000  born  during  the  year  (the  previous  year  1626 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  for  1908  was  48,  and  the  death-rate  from  these  diseases 
3*2;  1907,  2-0 ; 1906,  3*5;  1905,  2*8 ; 1904,  20;  1903,  3)2.  The 
deaths  from  these  diseases  were  : Measles,  5 ; Scarlet  Fever,  2 ; 
Whooping  Cough,  5 ; Diphtheria,  1 ; Typhoid  Fever,  2 ; Zymotic 
Diarrhoea,  33  ; total  48. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  as 
occurring  in  this  ward  during  1908  was  78  (the  previous  year  163), 
and  equal  to  5 '2  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  the  ward  ; 1907, 
u*3;  1906,  9-4;  1905,  87;  1904,  6*8;  1903,  8*4;  the  average  of 
10  years  being  77  (1898  to  1907). 

The  cases  were  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  10; 
Erysipelas,  12;  Scarlet  Fever,  42;  Typhoid  Fever,  11;  Puerperal 
Fever,  3. 


7 


Town  Mail  Ward  has  an  area  of  415  acres,  and  an  estimated 
population  of  13,000,  being  31  persons  per  acre. 

There  were  420  births  and  227  deaths. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  ward  was  3243,  and  the  death-rate  1 7*6, 
as  compared  with  1907,  1 5*9 ; 1906,  19  5 ; 1905,  1 S'4 ; 1904,  i8'8; 
1903,  2 Ti  ; the  average  of  10  years  being  19T  (1898  to  1907). 

There  were  70  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  and  the  infantile 
mortality  equalled  166  children  dying  under  12  months  of  age  out 
of  each  1,000  born  during  the  year,  the  previous  year  being  135. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  for  1908  was  36  (the  previous  year  24),  and  the  death-rate 
from  these  diseases  2*7;  1907,  2‘o  ; 1906,  4^4;  1905,  2 8;  1904,  2^5  ; 
I9°3,  3*1  ; the  average  of  10  years  being  3'6. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  were  : Measles,  6 ; .Scarlet 
Fever,  3;  Whooping  Cough,  4;  Diphtheria,  1 ; Typhoid  Fever,  5; 
Zymotic  Diarrhoea,  17;  total  36. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  during 
1908  was  76  (the  previous  year  185),  equal  to  5 7 per  1,000  of 
the  population  of  the  ward;  1907,  i5'2;  1906,  7*8 ; 1905,  6*4  ; 1904, 
7*3  ; 1903,  943  ; the  average  of  10  years  being  80  (1898  to  1907). 

The  cases  notified  were  : Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup, 
12;  Erysipelas,  7;  Scarlet  Fever,  45;  Typhoid  Fever,  8;  Puerperal 
Fever,  4. 

Abbey  Mey  Ward  has  an  area  of  463  acres,  and  an  estimated 
population  of  12,000,  being  25  persons  to  the  acre. 

There  were  426  births  and  161  deaths.  The  birth-rate  for 
the  ward  was  35‘5- 

The  death-rate  was  1 3*4,  as  compared  with  1907,  12^2  ; 1906, 
15-4;  1905,  1 8*3  ; 1904,  1 8*6  ; 1903,  159;  the  average  of  10  years 
being  i6-o  (1898  to  1907). 

There  were  48  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  and  the  infantile 
mortality  equalled  1 1 7 children  dying  under  one  year  of  age  out 
of  each  1,000  births;  the  previous  year  being  130. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  for  1908  was  21  (the  previous  year  16),  and  the  death- 
rate  from  these  diseases  1*7;  1907,  1*4;  1906,  29;  1905,  3*6 ; 1904, 
2 1 ; 1903,  1 *2  ; the  average  of  10  years  being  2 7 (1898  to  1907). 
The  deaths  from  these  diseases  were:  Measles,  4;  Whooping 
Cough,  5 ; Diphtheria,  1 ; Typhoid  Fever,  1 ; Zymotic  Diarrhoea, 
10. 
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I he  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  during- 
1908  was  65  (the  previous  year  95),  equal  to  54  per  1,000  of  the 
population  of  the  ward;  1907,  8*5  ; 1906,  70;  1905,  9-0;  1904,  8*5; 
1903,  4*9 ; the  average  of  10  years  being  71  (1898  to  1907). 

1 he  cases  notified  were  : Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup, 
3;  Erysipelas,  4;  Scarlet  Fever,  47;  Typhoid  Fever,  7;  Puerperal 
Fever,  4. 

Small-pox.  No  cases  ot  this  disease  occurred  during  the 
year.  In  1905,  there  were  2 cases;  1904,  13;  1903,  11;  1902,  1; 
1 895,  3;  1894,  10;  1893,  3. 

Measles  caused  15  deaths  (19  in  1907  and  14  in  1906);  6 of 
the  deaths  were  males,  and  9 females  ; 4 deaths  were  under  1 year 
of  age,  and  1 1 between  1 and  5. 

The  disease  was  distributed  over  the  township  5 deaths 
occurred  in  St.  James’  Ward,  6 in  Town  Hall  Ward , and  4 in 
Abbey  Hey  Ward. 

There  were  9 deaths  from  January  to  March,  3 from  April 
to  November,  and  3 in  December.  The  death-rate  from  Measles 
for  1908  was  o'37,  the  average  of  5 years  being  0-23  (1903  to  1907). 


MEASFES  MORTALITY. 


1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

Average 
of  5 years 

England  and  Wales  . . . . 

0-36 

0-27 

0-32 

036 

— 

0-27 

0-38 

0-32 

County  of  Lancaster  .... 

o-37 

0 36 

0-26 

0 « 

o-37 

o-35 

o-35 

76  Large  English  Towns.  . 

o-43 

0-40 

o-39 

0-47 

0-36 

0-49 

042 

London  

038 

041 

o-37 

049 

0-45 

0-51 

o-45 

Manchester  

o-39 

0-83 

040 

076 

0-62 

0-44 

o-6i 

142  Smaller  Towns  . . . . 

0-41 

0-22 

0-31 

0-36 

0-29 

o-37 

0-31 

Gorton  

0-50 

0-42 

0-03 

01b 

0-07 

0-28 

0-46 

Whooping  Cough  caused  14  deaths  (the  previous  year  21); 
9 were  under  1 year  of  age,  and  5 between  1 and  5 ; 8 were  males, 
and  6 females. 


In  St.  James’  Ward  there  were  5 deaths,  Town  Hall  Ward 
4,  Abbey  Hey  W ard  5 ; 3 deaths  occurred  from  January  to  March, 
3 from  April  to  June,  7 from  July  to  September,  and  1 in  October. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  1908  was  035;  1907, 
o'56;  1906,  o'53  ; 1905,  C38  ; 1904,  070  ; 1903,  o-2 1 ; 1902,  o'36 ; 
1901,  0A9 ; 1900,  0*55;  1899,  1*19;  1898,  0*29 ; the  average  of  10 
.yyears  being  0*46  (1898  to  1907). 


9 


The  average  death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  for  5 \eaw> 
(1902  to  1906)  was:  England  and  Wales,  028;  76  large  English 
towns,  0*33;  London,  0*33;  Manchester,  o‘40  ; 142  smaller  towns, 
026;  Gorton,  o‘35. 

During  1907  there  were  664  deaths  from  Measles  in  the 
County  under  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  511  deaths 
from  W hooping  Cough. 

70  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  Measles  were  between  1 and 
5 years  of  age,  and  only  7 per  cent,  over  5 years  of  age.  In  the 
case  of  Whooping  Cough,  49  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  between 
1 and  5 years  of  age,  and  only  3 per  cent,  over  5. 

Contrasted  with  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  the  fatality  of 
Measles  and  WTooping  Cough  is  most  marked.  The  deaths 
from  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  County  for  1907  were  174,  and  Diph- 
theria 278,  total  452  ; whereas  the  total  from  Measles  and  Whoop- 
ing Cough  is  1 ,175. 

For  the  eradication  of  these  two  diseases  it  appears  that  more 
drastic  measures  will  have  to  be  adopted  by  the  Country  generally 
than  hitherto.  The  number  of  deaths  of  children  from  Measles 
and  W'hooping  Cough  in  the  United  Kingdom  average  28,000 
per  annum. 

A great  crv  is  raised  against  the  lowering  birth-rate,  but  why 
not  adopt  better  methods  for  keeping  them  when  they  are  here? 

Prohibiting  attendance  at  school  under  5 years  of  age,* 
fewer  scholars  in  each  class,!  larger  and  better  ventilated  class- 
rooms, notification  of  Measles  and  W7hooping  Cough  to  the  local 
authority,  and  the  treatment  of  severe  cases  in  Isolation  Hospitals 
will  have  to  be  some  of  the  measures  adopted  in  the  future  to 
combat  these  diseases  efficiently.  Hospital  isolation  may  not 
lessen  the  number  of  the  infectious  cases,  but  there  is  every  prob- 
ability it  would  lessen  the  fatality  of  the  diseases,  as  appears  to 
have  taken  place  in  Scarlet  Fever  and  Small-pox. 

Scarlet  Fever . From  this  disease  there  were  5 deaths ; 

1907,  6;  1906,  3;  1905,  1;  1904,  5.  The  percentage  of  deaths 
to  cases  notified  for  1908  was  3*7 ; 1907,  1*5;  1906,  i'6;  1905,  10; 
!9°4>  3*5  *»  l9°3,  !'5  5 l9°2>  6 4 ; 1901,  cr8 ; 1900,  44;  1899,  65; 
1898,  2'3 ; the  average  of  10  years  (1898  to  1907)  being  2-9; 
average  of  5 years,  i*8  (1903  to  1907). 


* In  Gorton  only  33  children  attend  school  under  5 years  of  age  out  of  a total  of  4,250  school 
chi  dren.  * 

f Presiding  at  the  annual  meeting  (March,  1909)  of  the  Lancashire  Education  Committee, 
Sir  Henry  Hibbert  drew  attention  to  the  Board  of  Education  circular  relating  to  the  revision  of 
the  regulations  affecting  the  staffing  of  elementary  schools  and  the  size  of  classes.  He  said  it 
indicated  very  clearly  that  the  size  of  classes  was  in  future  to  be  greatly  reduced. 
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For  the  County,  the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  for  1907 
was  30;  1906,  3-0;  1905,  32;  1904,  3*6 ; 1903,  3-4;  the  average 
of  5 years  being  3-2  (1903  to  1907) ; of  10  years,  37  (1898  to  1907). 

For  Manchester,  the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  for  1907 
was  3'6 ; 1906,  3*6 ; 1905,  3-5;  1904,  4’  1 ; 1903,  47  ;•  the  average 
of  5 years  being  3-9  (1903  to  1907). 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  in  Gorton  for  1908  was  o' 12  ; 
1907,  o-i6;  1906,  o'io;  1905,  003;  1904,  o'i6;  1903,  007;  average 
of  5 years,  o‘io. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  for  1908  was 
i34;  iW,  383i  l9o6>  185;  1905,  100;  1904,  140. 

Of  the  cases  for  1908,  1 was  under  1 year  of  age,  55  were 
between  1 and  5,  56  between  5 and  15,  14  between  15  and  25, 
and  8 between  25  and  65. 

Of  the  5 deaths  for  1908,  1 was  between  1 and  5 ; 3 between 
5 and  15,  and  1 between  15  and  25.  Two  wTere  males  and  3 
females.  Two  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  St.  James’  Ward,  and 
3 in  Town  Flail  Ward. 

In  St.  James’  Ward  there  were  42  cases,  Town  Hall  Ward 
45,  Abbey  Hey  Ward  47. 

Forty-eight  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  removed  for 
Hospital  treatment — two  of  them  to  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  (Man- 
chester), six  to  Hyde  Fever  Hospital,  and  40  to  Gorton  Fever 
Hospital.  One  death  from  the  disease  occurred  in  the  Gorton 
Fever  Hospital. 

Out  of  each  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  Township,  there 
suffered  from  this  disease  in  1908,  3*3  ; 1907,  io'2  ; 1906,  5'6  ; 1905, 
32;  1904,  4'6;  1903,  4'6;  1902,  4-5;  1901,  4-5;  1900,  3-1;  1899, 
1 -8 ; 1898,  3*5;  the  average  of  10  years  being  4'5  (1898  to  1907). 

The  average  of  5 years  (1902  to  1906)  for  12  large  towns  was 
4'64 ; Manchester,  40;  Gorton,  4*5. 


SCARLET  FEVER  MORTALITY. 
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Diphtheria  and  Diphtheritic  Croup . There  were  25  cases 
notified,  with  3 deaths,  1 death  being  under  5 years,  and  2 deaths 
over  5.  In  1907  there  were  12  cases  and  3 deaths,  and  1906  27 
cases  and  6 deaths. 

The  following  are  the  death-rates  from  these  diseases  : 1908, 
o'07 ; 1907,  o'o8 ; 1906,  0*20;  1905,  0^22  ; 1904,  0*03;  1903,  0T7; 
1902,  o- 14;  1901,  o'  1 1 ; 1900,  o’ 10;  1899,  o'o8 ; 1898,  o'o ; the 
average  of  10  years  being  oui  (1898  to  1907),  and  the  County 
0T8. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  for  each  1,000  inhabitants  was 
0*62;  1907,  C32  ; 1906,  o‘8i  ; 1905,  C87 ; 1904,  o'6i  ; 1903,  o'66 ; 
1902,  047;  1901,  o‘6o ; 1900,  0*27;  1899,  015;  1898,  o‘33 ; the 
average  of  10  years  being  o'50  (1898  to  1907). 

The  average  attack  rate  per  1,000  persons  living  for  5 years 
(1902  to  1906)  was  for  12  large  towns,  1*40;  Manchester,  0-91; 
Gorton,  o'68. 

Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council  to  medical  men  practising 
in  the  District,  free  of  charge. 

In  St.  James’  Ward  there  were  10  cases,  Town  Hall  Ward 
t 2 , Abbey  Hey  Ward  3;  5 cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  DIPHTHERITIC  CROUP  MORTALITY. 
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Diarrhoea  caused  60  deaths,  as  compared  with  13  the  pre- 
vious year,  80  in  1906,  and  32  in  1905;  43  out  of  the  60  were 
under  1 year  of  age,  15  between  1 and  5,  and  2 over  5 years;  34 
were  males,  and  26  females. 

In  St.  James’  Ward  there  were  33  deaths,  d own  Hall  Ward 
17,  Abbey  Hey  Ward  10. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  equalled  1*50;  1907,  0-34; 
1906,  240,  1905,  103;  1904,  1-33;  1903,  T57;  the  average  of  5 
years  being  t '33  (1903  to  1907). 


In  July  there  were  8 deaths,  August  26,  September  17,  Octo- 
ber 5. 

Remarks  upon  this  disease  are  in  the  appended  report  to  the 
Local  Government  Board. 
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DIARRHOEA  DEATH-RATE. 
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Typhoid  Fever . Twenty-six  cases  occurred  during  1908, 
compared  with  1907,  23;  1906,  41;  1905,  102;  1904,  35,  1903, 
43  ; 1902,  33 ; 1901,  84. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  8 (the  previous  year  7) ; 1 1 cases 
were  removed  for  Hospital  treatment  (1907  15,  1906  14). 

Five  of  the  cases  were  sent  to  Monsall  Fever  Hospital,  4 to 
Gorton  Fever  Hospital,  and  2 to  Hyde  Fever  Hospital. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  notified  for  1908  was  307; 
1907,  30  4;  1906,  97;  1905,  i6'6;  1904,  i4‘2  ; 1903,  1 8*6 ; 1902, 
18*1  ; 1901,  9*5 ; 1900,  16*4 ; 1899,  187;  1898,  227;  the  average 
of  10  years  being  17*4  (1898  to  1907). 

For  the  County  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  cases  for  1907  was 
190;  1906,  204;  1905,  189;  1904,  t 8*6 ; 1903,  1 8*6;  1902,  16*9; 
1901,  17' 1. 

Manchester:  1907,  1 3*6 ; 1906,  21-4;  1905,  159;  1904,  18*8; 
1903,  23-8;  1902,  16-9;  1901,  19*8;  1900,  18*0. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1908  equals  o'65  per 
1,000  inhabitants,  as  compared  with  1907,  0*61;  1906,  1 *2  ; 1905, 
3 2 ; 1904,  1*1;  1903,  i*5 ; 1902,  1*2;  1901,  3*1;  1900,  2*1;  1899, 
19;  1898,  3*3  ; the  average  of  10  years  being  192  (1898  to  1907). 


The  average  of  5 years  (1902  to  1906)  for  12  large  towns  was 
0*70;  Manchester,  064;  Gorton,  i'6. 

In  St.  James’  Ward  there  were  1 1 cases  and  2 deaths,  Town 
Hall  Ward  8 cases  and  5 deaths,  Abbey  Hey  Ward  7 cases  and 
1 death. 

Nine  cases  occurred  from  January  to  June,  and  17  from  July 
to  December. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  1908  was  o'2,  as  com- 
pared with  1907,  0T8;  1906,  o‘i2;  1905,  0-54;  1904,  0T6;  1903, 
0-27 ; 1902,  o'zy. 

Seventeen  of  the  cases  were  in  privy-midden  areas,  and  9 
cases  in  water-closet  areas. 

Several  of  the  cases  were  in  persons  who  had  eaten  mussels 
from  a week  to  a fortnight  previous  to  the  disease. 


TYPHOID  FEVER  MORTALITY. 


1902 

I903 

I904 

1905 

1906 

Average 
of  5 years 

1907 

England  and  W ales 

013 

o-io 

0-09 

0-09 

0-09 

o-io 

0-07 

76  Large  Towns  . . 

0-15 

0-12 

o-io 

0-08 

0-09 

O-II 

0-07 

London  

0-13 

0-09 

0-06 

0-05 

0-06 

0-08 

0-04 

Manchester  

0-12 

0-17 

0-12 

0-09 

0-14 

0-13 

0-06 

Gorton  

0-20 

0-2  7 

0-16 

0-16 

0-12 

0-18 

0-20 

Puerperal  Fever.  Eleven  cases  were  notified  of  this  disease, 
causing  3 deaths.  A special  report  was  presented  to  the  Council 
respecting  the  occurrence  of  the  cases,  which  is  appended. 

Phthisis  (Consumption).  There  were  38  deaths  from  this 
disease  during  1908;  1907,  50;  1906,  44;  1905,  36;  1904,  43; 
1903,  42;  1902,  30;  1901,  36;  26  were  males,  and  12  females; 
4 were  under  5 years  of  age;  2 between  5 and  15,  7 between  15 
and  25,  11  between  25  and  40,  9 between  40  and  65,  and  5 over 
65- 

Fifteen  deaths  were  in  St.  James’  Ward,  11  in  Town  Hall 
Ward,  and  12  in  Abbey  Hey  Ward.  Of  these  deaths,  7 occurred 
in  Withington  Workhouse  Hospital  and  2 in  Public  Institutions. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  1908  was  0-95  ; 1907,  T3  ; 
1906,  1*3 ; 1905,  1T6;  1904,  1-43;  1903,  147;  1902,  1-09;  1901, 
1 30 ; 1900,  103;  1899,  1-3;  1898,  1 '2;  1897,  n. 


The  average  of  io  years  (1897  to  1906)  for  the  County  was 
0*99;  Gorton,  T23. 

From  other  tubercular  diseases  there  were  44  deaths,  16  being 
under  1 year  of  age,  17  between  1 and  5,  and  11  over  5. 

Deaths  from  Consumption  and  other  tubercular  diseases 
formed  12*5  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  of  the  district,  exactly 
the  same  figure  as  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate  from  Con- 
sumption for  1908  was  lower  than  any  previous  year,  and  25  per 
cent,  less  than  the  average  of  the  past  10  years. 

Respiratory  Diseases  caused  125  deaths  (the  previous  year 
136);  Bronchitis  90,  Pneumonia  28,  other  respiratory  diseases  7; 
62  were  males,  and  73  females  ; 28  were  under  1 year,  24  1 to  5, 
8,  5 to  40,  39,  40  to  65,  26  over  65.  Fifty  were  in  St.  James’ 
Ward,  43  in  Town  Hall  Ward,  and  32  in  Abbey  Hey  Ward.  Of 
these  deaths,  11  were  in  Withington  Workhouse  Hospital  and  2 in 
outside  Institutions.  T he  deaths  from  these  diseases  formed  i9‘o 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths;  1907,  23*3;  1906,  I7‘6. 

The  death-rate  was  3T  ; 1907,  3*6 ; 1906,  3*7. 
DEATH-RATES  FROM  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 
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From  other  Diseases  there  were  : Cancer,  20  (the  previous 
year,  18);  10  were  males,  and  10  females;  3 were  under  40,  12 
between  40  and  65,  and  5 over  65. 

The  death-rate  for  1908  was  o‘5  ; 1907,  0^48 ; 1906,  o'45-  The 
death-rate  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  from  Cancer  for 
1907,  0^69,  and  the  same  for  1906. 

Thirty-six  deaths  were  registered  as  Premature  Births  (the 
previous  year,  28);  19  were  males  and  17  females;  14  were  in  St. 
James’  Ward,  13  in  Town  Hall  Ward,  and  9 in  Abbey  Hey  Ward. 

Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver:  13  deaths  (the  previous 
year,  7) ; 4 were  males,  and  9 females  ; 5 of  the  deaths  were 
between  40  and  65,  and  8 over  65. 
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Heart  Disease  caused  55  deaths;  1 between  5 and  15,  2 be- 
tween 15  and  25,  9 between  25  and  40;  26  between  40  and  65,  and 
17  over  65  ; 29  were  males,  and  26  females. 

Epidemic  Influenza : 6 (the  previous  year,  4).  In  1907  there 
were  270  deaths  for  the  County,  and  21 1 for  1906. 

Accidents  : 11  (the  previous  year,  12);  4 were  between  40  and 
65,  and  7 under  40;  8 were  males,  and  3 females. 

In  10  years  there  have  been  120  deaths  from  accidents;  of 
these  only  7 were  over  65  years,  or  5 '8  per  cent.  The  liability  to 
accidents  become  less  with  age,  perhaps  due  to  greater  care  and 
steadiness  with  increasing  years  and  experience. 

During  1906,  1907,  and  1908,  there  were  29  deaths  registered 
as  due  to  accidents,  and  of  these  8 were  over  40  years  of  age,  and 
21  under  40. 

From  diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  there  were  44  deaths 
(the  previous  year,  42);  22  were  males,  and  22  females;  10  were 
under  1 year  of  age;  4 between  1 and  25  years;  6 between  25  and 
40;  15  between  40  and  65;  and  9 over  65. 

Old  Age:  2 8 deaths  (the  previous  year,  29);  12  were  males, 
and  16  females. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  gives  some  indications 
of  the  amount  and  variety  of  work  incidental  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  the  Council. 

The  population  increases  steadily,  not  only  by  the  natural 
increase  in  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  but  also  by  influx  from 
Manchester  and  other  localities.  At  the  census  of  1891  it  was 
15,215,  and  in  1908  it  had  reached  an  estimated  population  of 
40,000. 

.Several  matters  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Department  and 
materially  affecting  the  health  of  the  Township  have  been  deferred 
owing  to  amalgamation  with  Manchester  probably  taking  place 
next  November,  such  as  the  appointment  of  a Female  Sanitarv 
Inspector,  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907  ; more  stringent  measures  in  the  conversion 
of  privv-middens  to  water-closets  ; the  paving  of  streets  and  back 
passages,  and  fever  hospital  accommodation.  The  medical  inspec- 
tion of  school  children  is  being  partly  carried  out  by  arrangement 
with  Manchester  Education  Committee. 
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Special  Report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the 
prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  in  the  Urban  District  of 
Gorton  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months 
of  1908. 

From  July  the  first  to  the  week  ending  November  7th,  1908, 
there  were  43  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  of  infants  under  t year  of 
age.  Eighteen  were  from  6 to  12  months,  15  from  3 to  6 months, 
and  10  under  3 months,  3 of  them  being  1 month  of  age. 

Twenty-four  of  the  deaths  were  in  St.  James’  W ard,  14  in 
S own  Hall  Ward,  and  s in  Abbey  Hey  Ward. 

An  investigation  was  made  into  the  eloset  accommodation  of 
the  houses  in  which  the  deaths  occurred,  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Thirty-five  of  the  deaths  were  in  houses  supplied  with  privy- 
middens,  5 deaths  in  houses  in  which  the  privy-middens  had  been 
altered  to  water-closets,  but  which  were  surrounded  with  privy- 
middens,  and  3 deaths  in  water-closet  houses  surrounded  by  other 
houses  similarly  supplied. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  District  supplied  with  water- 
closets  exceeds  the  number  with  privy  accommodation. 

If  the  disease  was  dependent  upon  causes  which  had  no 
bearing  upon  sanitation,  the  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
should  really  be  greater  in  houses  supplied  with  water-closets,  in 
consequence  of  being  in  the  majority  ; whereas  the  investigation 
reveals  the  opposite,  namely,  40  out  of  43  of  the  deaths  occurred 
in  privy-midden  areas,  and  only  3 in  water-closet  areas. 

Particulars  were  also  obtained  of  the  manner  of  feeding  the 
infants  which  died.  Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were 
totally  breast  fed,  and  75  per  cent,  artificially  fed.  Of  those  arti- 
ficially fed,  two-thirds  of  the  mothers  had  made  an  attempt  to 
suckle  their  infants,  but  had  failed  due  to  a lack  of  the  breast 
milk. 

A special  report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  same 
subject  was  made  by  me  on  the  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  in  this 
District  occurring  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1906,  and 
embodied  in  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  District  for 
that  year.  The  statistics  given  and  information  obtained  then 
corroborates  the  statements  of  the  present  Report. 

Great  stress  was  laid  on  the  importance  of  breast  feeding 
infants,  and  that  there  is  no  efficient  substitute  for  the  mother's 
milk,  the  natural  food  of  her  offspring. 


The  decline  in  breast  feeding,  I am  convinced,  is  more  due 
to  absolute  inability  than  to  disinclination,  but  the  result  is  the 
same — the  slaughter  of  the  innocents.  The  inability  to  suckle 
must  have  causes,  and  they  appear  not  very  far  to  seek. 

The  last  century  has  seen  a complete  change  in  woman's 
sphere  in  the  world,  due  to  social  and  industrial  changes. 

Her  place  now  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  is  no  longer 
home  and  home  duties,  with  motherhood  as. her  crowning  glory, 
but  she  dislikes  the  one  and  avoids  the  other,  and  seeks  a liveli- 
hood, sometimes  by  choice,  but  more  frequently  bv  compulsion, 
in  competition  with  man. 

Perhaps  a more  potent  cause  operating  in  the  decline  in 
breast  feeding  is  the  fashion  of  wearing  corsets,  which  have  the 
same  effect  upon  the  internal  and  allied  organs  of  the  female  as  is 
the  case  in  the  bandaging  of  the  feet  with  Chinese  women — both 
producing  atrophy  or  wasting  of  the  parts  affected.  In  the  case 
of  the  Western  nations,  as  mentioned  in  the  previous  Report 
alluded  to,  the  altered  circumstances  are  giving  rise  to  a race  of 
breastless  women,  more  correctly  defined,  perhaps,  as  human 
females  rather  than  women,  in  their  deficiency  in  the  perfect  type 
of  womanhood,  and  consequent  inability  to  perform  the  complete 
and  perfect  function  of  motherhood. 

As  long  as  anatomical  and  physiological  requirements  of  the 
female  body  are  ignored  by  woman’s  slavery  to  fashion  in  her 
dress,  no  hope  can  be  held  out  for  a change  in  the  near  future 
which  will  fulfil  the  requirements  and  demands  of  nature. 

A greater  shock  will  yet  have  to  be  sustained  by  the  nation 
on  the  question  of  race  suicide,  or  rather  race  murder,  before  it 
awakens  to  the  fact  that  other  matters  affecting  the  mothers  of 
the  nation  are  of  equal  importance  with,  even  if  not  greater  than, 
the  question  of  votes  for  women. 

But  other  points  are  involved  in  investigating  the  causes  of 
these  deaths.  There  is  no  getting  over  the  fact  that  privy- 
middens  in  towns  and  urban  districts  are  a national  danger.  They 
are  not  only  the  chief  cause,  but  almost  the  sole  cause,  of  the 
annual  epidemic  of  summer  diarrhoea,  carrying  off  by  death  from 
this  disease,  on  an  average,  twenty  thousand  children  per  annum' 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  also  greatly  swelling  the  annual 
death-roll  from  Typhoid  Fever. 

With  this  knowledge  and  absolute  proof  year  by  year  of  the 
terrible  effects  of  these  abominable  insanitary  closets  upon  the 
death-rate  and  sickness  of  the  community,  such  abominations 
ou^ht  not  to  be  allowed  to  be  erected  in  any  town  or  urban  dis- 

'.a  ^ 

trict. 
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It  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Gorton  Council  that  since  I 
pointed  out  the  great  dangers  arising  from  the  privy-midden 
system,  all  new  houses  erected  since  then  have  been  supplied  by 
water-closets,  and  whereas  at  that  period  there  were  not  a score 
of  houses  in  the  district  on  that  system,  there  are  now  more  houses 
supplied  with  water-closets  than  remain  with  the  old  type,  yet 
the  population  exceeds  forty  thousand. 

It  is  sheer  hypocrisy  for  our  City  fathers  and  others  in  respon- 
sible positions  to  call  out  and  make  much  ado  about  the  terrible 
infantile  mortality  of  the  nation,  and  at  the  same  time  blink  at 
the  main  cause,  which  adds  twenty  thousand  infantile  deaths  to 
the  slaughter. 

Those  in  power  possess  the  power  to  so  alter  or  modify  the 
present  laws  and  by-laws  relating  to  property  and  property  owners 
as  to  quickly  remedy  the  chief  cause  of  summer  diarrhoea,  which 
has  an  immense  influence  on  the  infantile  mortality  of  the  country. 

If  the  dangers  and  mortality  from  such  conditions  affecting 
life  as  phosphorus,  arsenic,  lead,  &c. , invoke  special  legislation  in 
order  to  minimise  the  dangers  arising  from  them,  other  conditions 
affecting  the  lives  of  millions,  and  a mortality  exceeding  by  many 
thousands  those  resulting  from  the  above-mentioned,  ought  also 
to  bring  about  the  necessary  legislation  for  the  suppression  of 
such  conditions  which  are  dangerous  and  inimical  to  the  public 
health. 

A.  W.  MARTIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Flealth. 
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Special  Report  on  the  occurrence  of  Puerperal  Fever 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Gorton  during  1908* 

During  the  year  1908  11  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  noti- 
fied. The  dates  were  March  20th  and  25th,  April  2nd,  July  30th, 
August  19th,  October  7th,  November  2nd,  17th,  and  30th,  Decem- 
ber 8th  and  30th. 

Three  cases  occurred  in  the  practice  of  three  different  mid- 
wives before  calling  in  medical  aid  ; 6 cases  occurred  in  the  prac- 
tice of  six  different  medical  men,  and  2 cases  in  the  practice  of 
one  medical  man,  November  30th  and  December  8th. 

Four  deaths  occurred  out  of  the  11  cases,  2 dying  in  Monsall 
Hospital,  and  2 at  their  homes.  Five  cases  were  removed  to 
Hospital  and  6 nursed  at  home. 

For  the  past  10  years  (1898  to  1907)  13  cases  of  Puerperal 
Fever  were  reported,  and  during  the  same  period  there  were 
10,064  births,  which  gives  1*29  cases  per  1,000  births.  During 
1908  there  were  11  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  and  1,301  births, 
giving  8*4  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  per  1,000  births.  No  reason 
can  be  assigned  for  the  increased  number  during  1908,  and  no 
connection  traced  between  the  cases ; 9 of  them  were  attended  by 
nine  different  medical  men  and  midwives,  and  only  2 cases  by  one 
medical  practitioner.  * 

A.  W.  MARTIN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
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20 


H 

O 

I— H 

H 
c n 


£ 

< 

PQ 

p4 

P 

£ 

O 

C-H 

P^ 

o 

o 


£ 

o 

f— i 

H 

< 

K> 

Pu 

O 

Ph 


o 

On 


CD 

OJ  ^ 

, — 1 TO 

C3  rj- 

S <X> 

0 M 

ro  co  On 

On  (X)  >-< 

MD  X 

ui  ro 

1 ~ 
iS  rr> 

^ - 

VO  ro  UN 

<~o  On  'T 

>-o  l— 

uv  tJ-  ro 

CD 

G T 

n 'O 

On  M ^t" 

[fj  TO 

VO  ro  vo 

Ih  , -T 

O ’— 1 CO 

S vo 

- 

Ph  n 

« On  VO 

X 


2 I 


DEATH-RATE  OF  THE  WARDS. 


St.  James’  Ward. 
Population:  15,000. 

Town  Hall  Ward. 
Population  : 13,000. 

Abbey  Hey  Ward. 
Population  : 12,000. 

Total  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1 Infectious  sickness,  rate 
per  1,000  of  population. 

^ Total  Deaths. 

1 

Death  Rate. 

■ 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven 
j principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Infectious  sickness,  rate 
per  1,000  of  population. 

Total  Deaths. 

L, 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven 

principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Infectious  sickness,  rate 
per  1,000  of  poulation. 

1 1908 

268 

17-8 

3-2 

5-2 

227 

17-6 

2*7 

5*7 

161 

i3*4 

1 *7 

5*4 

1 1907 

254 

17-7 

2-0 

ii*3 

192 

H-9 

2 • 0 

15*2 

136 

12-2 

i*4 

8*5 

1 1906 

228 

17-0 

3-5 

9‘4 

217 

19-5 

4‘4 

7*8 

132 

I5'4 

2-9 

7-0 

1 90s 

241 

18-7 

2 • 8 

8-7 

191 

18-4 

2-8 

6-4 

143 

18-3 

3-6 

9-0 

: 1904 

244 

19-1 

2-0 

6-8 

193 

18 -8 

2*5 

7*3 

141 

1—1 

00 

00 

2 • 1 

8*5 

; 1903 

223 

18-9 

3-2 

8-4 

206 

21  • 1 

3-i 

9*3 

1 1 1 

15*9 

1 • 2 

4*9 

^ 1902 

241 

21  -o 

2-9 

5*8 

188 

t— t 

00 

2-4 

5*7 

95 

14*3 

2-7 

9*8 

1901 

235 

20  • 8 

3-8 

7-2 

204 

22*0 

4-4 

8-6 

1 10 

16-9 

3*4 

1 1 -o 

1900 

221 

18  -o 

4*5 

5 *7 

181 

17-8 

4-  1 

7*5 

98 

14-8 

2-4 

4*8 

1899 

189 

17-1 

4-6 

5 ' 3 

1 5 1 

i6*5 

4’3 

3*6 

90 

16-7 

4*  1 

4-6 

1898 

185 

16-  8 

6-9 

8-8 

203 

22  • 9 

6-5 

9*3 

82 

17-2 

3*7 

3*7 

1897 

169 

16-9 

4'  5 

10-7 

156 

18-3 

50 

4*  5 

7i 

15-7 

2 • 6 

6’ 6 

1896 

195 

20-  2 

4'  1 

7*4 

164 

19-9 

4T 

7*5 

1895 

213 

20-  3 

3-6 

10-9 

167 

20-7 

3*8 

5*4 

1894 

153 

HA 

i-5 

io-o 

122 

15-8 

i*9 

10*0 

1893 

146 

14-5 

1 • 6 

5-o 

177 

27H 

6*2 

8-o 

• • 

1892 

♦ 

160 

16-4 

3'3 

4-0 

149 

23-7 

4*6 

5*5 

! 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  REPORTED. 
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Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria, \ 

including  [■ 

Membranous  Croup  ) 

Typhoid  Fever 

7" 

_o 

'cr 

> 

Ih 

H 

Puerperal  Fever 

Total  

Rate  per  1,000  of  Pop- 
ulation per  annum . . 

1 

ZYMOTIC  RATES. 


Average  of  Five  Years. 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough 

j Typhoid 

Fever 

Diarrhoea 

England  and  Wales  

0-32 

0-13 

o*  16 

0-28 

0-07 

0*64 

London  

0*45 

o- 10 

o- 16 

o-33 

0-04 

0-78 

Manchester  

o-6i 

o- 18 

00 

b 

0-40 

0-06 

1 • 10 

76  Large  English  Towns  .... 

0*42 

o- 14 

0-17 

o-33 

0-07 

0*89 

142  Smaller  Towns 

0*31 

0-12 

0-15 

O'  26 

0 • 64 

Gorton  

0-46 

O 

i— 1 

0-08 

o*35 

0-20 

1 *41 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1907 

Average 

of 

j 5 years 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

County  of  Lancaster  

1 03 

I -68  - 

T 

V 

i-37 

i-93 

1 -63 

1-51 

94  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  . . 

1*51 

x-75 

2 -08 

1 -43 

2-01 

1 • 70 

i-54 

19  Rural  Sanitary  Districts  . . 

o-88 

I *19 

1-23 

0-99 

i-37 

1 • 10 

1 • 27 

England  and  Wales  

1 • 26 

1-65 

i-73 

1 • 52 

i*94 

1 *46 

1 -64 

76  Large  English  Towns  .... 

1 • 54 

2*  12 

2 • 24 

i-88 

2*49 

1 • 89 

2*12 

Gorton  

1 • 50 

2*93 

3‘7 

3-00 

3-07 

2 • 30 

2-59 

Denton  

1-58 

I • 60 

1 • 21 

1 • 67 

1 • 62 

i-37 

2-17 

Droylsden  

i-88 

1 ' 95 

2-91 

1 • 69 

1 -62 

o-95 

2-67 

Levenshulme 

o*94 

1 • 10 

1 ' 33 

0*72 

i-54 

0-74 

1 • 20 

Middleton  

2-01 

1 * 53 

1-70 

1 • 54 

2 \i8 

0-91 

1-31 

Swinton  and  Pendlebury  .... 

i -08 

3*02 

3’75 

1 • 29 

4-96 

1 -67 

3-45 

Ashton-under-Lyne  

2*15 

i>94 

2-05 

1 • 80 

1-77 

2-71 

1 -48 
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PARTICULARS  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


1 

ESTIMATED 

POPULATION. 

1908 

1907 

1906 

1905  1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900  1899  1898  1897  1896  1895 

1894 

1 

o 

o 

o 

© 

o 

o 

o o 

O 

IO 

o 

to 

lO 

© 

<^> 

q 

of 

IO 

0 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO  ; 

CO 

GO 

03 

03 

D- 

OI 

OI 

lO  '•+1 

03  03 

cu 

03 

GO 

L- 

— — 1 

Small-pox  

•• 

2 

* • 1 

Measles  

15 

19 

14 

23 

9 

6 

27 

5 

15 

11  16 

28 

30 

6 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

6 

3 

1 

5 

2 

8 

1 

4 

3 2 

6 

7 

3 

3 

Diphtheria  & Membranous 

Croup  

3 

3 

6 

10! 

1 

5 

4 

3 

3 

1 . . 

2 

8 

1 

4 

Croup  

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

1 

1 1 

2 

3 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

14 

21 

16 

12 

9 

6 

10 

8 

16 

26  7 

14 

18 

3 

8 

Typhoid  Fever 

8 

7 

4 

17 

5 

8 

6 

8 

10 

9 18 

10 

3 

6 

5 

: Epidemic  Influenza 

6 

4 

3 

.. 

5 

3 

3 

4 

5 

7 2 

10 

3 

6 

6 

Diarrhoea  

60 

13 

80 

32 

40 

45 

20 

77 

68 

71  109 

46 

20 

51 

1 

Enteritis  

3 

5 

6 

5 

4 

20 

10 

15 

10 

..  .. 

. . 

Puerperal  F ever  

3 

1 

1 

2 

. . 

. • 

1 

3 1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

• . 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases  .... 

1 

3 

3 

2 

. * 

1 

1 

3 

• • 

Rheumatic  Fever 

5 

1 

5 

2 

. . 

1 

1 

3 

2 

. . 

Consumption 

38 

50 

44 

36 

43 

42 

30 

36 

30 

35  i 29 

27 

28 

27 

23 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

44 

23 

14 

26 

33 

19 

30 

34 

42 

. . 

Cancer  and  other  Malig- 

mint  T)ispb,sps 

20 

18 

15 

18 

15 

13 

15 

15 

14 

Bronchitis  

90 

94 

73 

86 

96 

69 

74 

49 

51 

. . i 

, , 

Pneumonia  

28 

32 

27 

35 

28 

38 

29 

42 

37 

100  78 

86 

107 

84 

68 

Pleurisy  

5 

2 

2 

1 

.... 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Res- 

piratory  Organs  .... 

7 

5 

2 

5 

8 

3 

20 

19 

41 

Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis 

of  Liver 

13 

7 

5 

6 

5 

11 

8 

11 

13 

. . 

. . 

Premature  Birth  

36 

28 

22 

30 

28 

30 

14 

27 

21 

..  .. 

. . 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

Child  Birth 

4 

3 

6 

4 

2 

6 

4 

5 

5 

Heart  Disease  

55 

38 

28 

37 

33 

47 

31 

25 

23 

23  31 

17 

20 

21 

15 

Accidents  

11 

12 

6 

12 

13 

9 

18 

13 

16 

10  16 

9 

6 

13 

4 

: Suicides  

2 

4 

2 

2 

6 

1 

6 

1 

2 

. . 

All  ether  causes  

184 

179 

161 

169 

188 

149 

152 

138 

108 

197  185 

174 

182 

173 

140 

Total  Deaths  

656 

582 

577 

575 

578 

540 

524 

549 

541 

498 1 499 

435 

438 

398 

287 

Deaths  under  five  years  . . 

310 

240 

281 

261 

276 

276 

250 

260 

279 

256  291 

229 

242 

205 

122 

Deaths  over  five  years  . . 

346 

342 

296 

314 

302 

264 

274 

289 

262 

242,  208 

206 

196 

193 

165 

Death  Rate  

16-4 

15' 5 

17*4 

18-5 

1926 

18-9  19-05  20-3 

20-7 

19-521-1 

19-0  19-921-5 

16-3 

i Death  Rate  from  the  seven 

principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

2-6 

1-5 

3-7 

3-0 

2-3 

2-5 

2-7 

3-7 

4-0 

4-7  6-4 

4-5 

4-0 

3-6 

1-7 

Infantile  Mortality  

163 

144 

165 

170 

199 

200 

152 

205 

207 

202!  243 

201 

198 

212 

124 

Births 

1301 

1162 

1102 

1046  1080 

976 

1072 

886 

998 

886  856 

740 

739 

678 

596 

Birth  Rate  

30-9 

33-3 

33-7 

36-0 

34-2 

38-9 

32*  8 

38-3  34-7  37-2 

32-1 

33-  6 36-  6 34-  0 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Department 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  1908. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Gorton 

Urban  District  Councih 


Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
following  summary  of  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  dur- 
ing the  year  1908. 

Infectious  Diseases , The  total  number  of  infectious  cases 
reported  and  dealt  with  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 
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It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a decrease  of  225  cases  of  all 
infectious  diseases  in  1908,  as  compared  with  the  year  1907. 
There  is,  however,  an  increase  of  9 cases  in  Puerperal  Fever,  13 
cases  in  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  and  3 cases  in  Typhoid 
Fever.  The  number  of  cases  of  Erysipelas  remains  the  same,  and 
the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  being  249  less  than  in  1907. 

The  following  cases  have  been  removed  to  the  undermentioned 
Hospitals  : — 


Diseases. 

Gorton. 

Mon  sail. 

Withing- 

ton. 

Hyde. 

Total 

Cases 

Removed 

Scarlet  Fever  

40 

2 

6 

48 

Typhoid  Fever 

4 

5 

2 

II 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

branous  Croup  .... 

• • 

4 

. • 

I 

5 

Puerperal  Fever  

• . 

4 

I 

5 

Erysipelas 

• • 

1 

I 

• • 

2 

Totals  

44 

16 

2 

9 

7i 

The  two  cases  removed  to  Withington  are  not  chargeable  to 
the  Council. 

The  total  number  of  cases  during  the  past  five  years  have 
been  : — 

Year  1908  1907  1906  1905  1904 

Cases 219  444  274  258  228 

Gorton  Hospital  was  closed  on  the  17th  of  October,  after  the 
treatment  of  40  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  4 cases  of  Typhoid 
Fever.  Since  the  first  opening  of  Gorton  Hospital,  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1907,  47  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  (with  1 
death)  and  11  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  (with  3 deaths).  Total 
number  of  cases,  58. 

Disinfection.  During  the  year  192  rooms  have  been  disin- 
fected in  houses  in  which  infectious  diseases  have  been  notified, 
together  with  bedding  and  clothing,  which,  in  a few  cases,  has 
also  been  removed  and  destroyed  at  the  Destructor,  after  the 
recovery  or  removal  of  patients.  The  method  of  disinfection  is 
either  by  spraying  with  formalin  or  fumigating  with  chlorine  gas 
and  carbolic  acid. 
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The  cases  that  have  been  notified  necessitated  the  serving-  of 
the  following-  notices  to  : — 

o 


Day 

Schools. 

Sunday 

Schools. 

Libraries. 

Total  Notices 
per  Month. 

January  

*7 

10 

2 

29 

February  

17 

15 

6 

38 

March 

6 

4 

2 

12 
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3 

2 

1 

6 

May  

3 

2 

5 

10 
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5 

2 

2 
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J Uy  

4 

3 

i 

8 
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8 

7 

15 

September 

8 

5 

13 

October  

8 

6 

14 

November  

6 

2 

1 

9 

December  

16 

9 

7 

32 

' 

Totals  

101 

67 

27 

195 

1 he  Accident  Ambulance,  while  under  our  charge  during  the 
day,  has  been  out  on  25  occasions  to  both  surgical  and  accident 
cases  in  the  twelve  months.  lhe  police  have  also  used  the 
Ambulance  on  occasions  separate  to  these. 

Fire  Escapes.  These  have  again  been  visited  throughout 
the  district  on  eleven  occasions.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
various  factories  are  now  properly  provided  with  sufficient  and 
efficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  it  has  not  been  necessary 
to  visit  these  as  many  times  as  during  1907.  All  are  in  satisfac- 
tory working  order  and  ready  lor  immediate  use. 

Outworkers.  1 he  home-workers  in  the  District  have  been 
visited  on  85  occasions,  and  their  houses  and  premises  inspected. 
No  infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  any  of  the  homes  of  these 
people. 

Factories , Workshops,  and  Laundries.  We  have  visited 
and  carefully  inspected  the  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Laundries, 
and  have  found  them  on  every  occasion  to  be  in  more  sanitary 
condition  than  was  the  case  last  year,  the  various  managers  taking 
more  interest  in  the  cleansing  of  their  works  and  the  conditions 
of  the  drainage,  water-closets,  and  urinals. 

The  separate  W.C.’s  and  other  conveniences  for  the  male 
and  female  employes  at  one  of  the  Works,  Abbey  Hey,  being 
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insanitary  and  unsatisfactory,  have  received  particular  attention, 
and,  having'  been  reported  to  the  Health  Committee,  the  matter 
is  being-  dealt  with,  and  alterations  and  improvements  are  to  be 
made. 

The  entire  broken  and  sunken  brick  and  flag  floor  at  the 
Pickling ■ Works,  Hinde  Street,  which  was  in  a very  insanitary 
condition,  has  been  taken  up,  and  a solid  concrete  floor  relaid, 
making  the  works  much  more  healthv  for  the  women  employes. 

The  W.C.’s  at  the  Works  in  Tan  Yard  Lane  have  been  pro- 
vided with  further  light  and  ventilation  after  visiting  with  the 
Medical  Officer. 

The  High  Street  Works  have  been  closed  for  some  consider- 
able time  owing  to  shortage  of  work,  but  the  works,  as  well  as 
the  outside  closets  (a  large  privy  midden),  have  been  completely 
limewashed  and  cleansed.  W.C’s  which  are  necessary  have  not 
vet  been  provided  here. 

The  number  of  large  Factories  in  the  District  remains  the 
same — namely,  eleven — but  the  number  of  Factory  Workshops 
and  Workshops  is  constantly  fluctuating  ; owners  of  small  works 
are  constantly  opening  small  workshops,  and  as  constantly  failing 
and  closing  them  again.  This  means  much  alteration  and  amend- 
meat  of  the  official  registers. 

A new  and  fourth  Laundry  on  Hyde  Road  has  been  opened, 
and  the  lighting,  ventilation,  cleansing,  drainage,  ana  sanitary 
conveniences  in  connection  with  these  works  is  satisfactory. 
There  are  now  four  working  Laundries  in  the  District,  the  other 
three  still  being  in  very  satisfactory  order. 

Offensive  Trades.  The  number  of  offensive  trades  in  the 
District  remains  the  same,  namely,  eight.  No  new  trades  have 
been  registered.  We  have  made  more  visits  to  these  trades  than 
during  1907,  and  have  been  accompanied  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  The  general  sanitary  condition  has  been  seen  to  in 
every  case. 

Sixteen  inspections  have  been  made  of  these  trades. 

Canal  Boats.  During  the  year  fourteen  boats  have  been 
inspected,  and  these  have  been  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  state. 
The  waterway  is  still  very  little  used.  The  drowning  of  many 
dogs  and  cats  in  the  canal  still  occurs,  and  creates  at  times  much 
nuisance.  These  are  removed  only  twice  a year  by  the  Great 
Central  Railway  Co.  ’s  servants. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  and  Unsound  Food  Seized. 

We  have  made  101  inspections  of  the  butchers'  shops,  green- 
grocery and  fish  shops,  hawkers’  carts,  stalls,  fish  and  chip  and 


tripe  and  cowheel  shops  in  the  District.  The  smaller  fish  and  chip 
shops  which  last  year  were  in  a condition  unfit  for  the  preparation 
of  food  have  been  visited,  and  many  improvements  have  conse- 
quently been  made. 

Seven  seizures  of  unsound  food  from  shops  and  carts  have 
been  made,  this  being  many  less  than  in  1907,  less  inferior  food 
having  been  exposed  for  sale.  The  following  is  the  class  of 
unsound  foodstuffs  taken,  namely  : “ Blown  ” mackerel,  decom- 
posed smoked  codling  sold  as  fresh  haddock,  decomposed  “ fresh  ” 
herring,  diseased  portions  of  2 carcases  of  young  pigs,  and  9 cwt. 
of  diseased  potatoes,  the  vendors  of  the  above  being  : — 

2 Greengrocers, 

1 Plumber, 

1 Horse  Dealer, 

2 Hawkers. 

The  refreshment  rooms,  ice-cream  shops,  and  eating-houses 
have  again  been  found  to  be  clean  and  kept  in  good  order;  they 
have  been  visited  on  nine  occasions. 

Fairs  and  Wakes , Vans , &c . The  Spring  Fair  and 
Autumn  Wakes  were  again  held  on  the  open  space  off  Peacock 
Street  and  Gorton  Lane.  Eleven  visits  were  made  to  the  ground, 
and  this,  with  the  shell-fish  stalls,  ice-cream  carts,  and  the  pas- 
sages, yards,  and  ashpits  round  the  ground  were  examined.  The 
old  and  insanitary  privy-middens  on  Burton  Street  and  Bute  Street 
having  been  done  away  with  and  replaced  with  modern  ashbins 
and  A . C. ’s  has  made  a marked  difference  on  the  condition  of  the 
ground  during  the  Fair  and  Wakes,  and  has  much  lessened  the 
practice  of  disposing  of  quantities  of  unsound  shell-fish  found 
when  the  ashpits  were  conveniently  there.  The  vans  were 
inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  company  with  us, 
during  the  day  and  late  at  nights,  and  were  found  to  be  in  the 
cleanest  and  best  order,  not  overcrowded,  well  lighted  and  ven- 
tilated— in  fact,  these  van-dwellers  live  under  better  conditions  all 
round  than  the  poor  in  the  remaining  insanitary  and  back  streets 
of  Gorton.  Pails  were  again  provided  for  the  use  of  the  van 
dwellers.  Again  this  year  the  removal  of  water  for  drinking 
purposes  from  the  rear  of  Burton  Street  took  place.  The  passage 
surface,  already  broken  and  sunken,  was  made  still  more  insani- 
tary, and  the  short  passage  at  the  rear  of  Nos.  366  to  372,  Gorton 
Lane,  was  made  almost  impassable  by  the  public  making  a con- 
venience of  the  full  length. 

Van-dwellers  on  the  various  open  spaces  in  the  District  have 
been  many  less  than  in  past  years.  This,  we  think,  has  been  due 
to  the  constant  observation  under  which  we  have  kept  them,  and 
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it  is  not  to  be  regretted,  as  they  are  invariably  found  to  be  living 
in  dirty  and  unhealthy  conditions,  making  much  litter  and  refuse 
around  their  vans.  In  all,  69  vans  have  been  inspected. 

Schools.  Fifteen  visits  have  been  made  to  the  different 
schools,  and  the  W.C.’s  and  conveniences  inspected.  These  have 
been  kept  in  better  order.  The  ventilation  at  the  St.  George’s, 
Abbe)-  Hey,  Schools  still  remains  defective,  and  insufficient  for 
the  number  of  scholars  in  attendance. 

Fowls,  Pigeons,  and  Domestic  Animals  in  Yards.  The 

District  still  contains  large  numbers  of  fowl  and  pigeon  keepers, 
the  majority  of  them  keeping  these  pests  under  filthy  and  insani- 
tary conditions. 

Many  have  received  notices  to  do  away  with  their  stock,  cotes, 
&e. , and  have  complied.  Disease  is  undoubtedly  spread  by  the 
parasites  that  live  on  these  birds  and  animals,  but  the  ignorant 
consider  their  whims  and  fancies  before  their  children,  whose 
health  must  constantly  be  in  danger. 

Dirty  and  Overcrowded  Mouses.  Thirteen  visits  and 
inspections  have  been  made  to  these  houses,  and  notices  have  been 
served  to  cleanse  the  houses  and  yards  throughout,  and  to  dispose 
of  lodgers.  Although  many  more  overcrowded  houses  doubtless 
exist  than  may  be  judged  from  the  number  of  visits  made,  it  is 
not  possible  to  visit  them  unless  we  are  informed  of  them. 

Stables.  One  hundred  and  forty-three  inspections  have  been 
made  of  stables,  and,  wherever  it  has  been  found  to  be  necessary, 
notices  have  been  served  on  the  occupiers  to  limewash,  cleanse, 
provide  further  light  and  ventilation,  and  relay  floors  and  drainage. 

Conveniences.  Eighty-five  inspections  have  been  made  of 
the  public  and  private  conveniences. 

The  Reddish  Lane  and  Hyde  Road  conveniences  have  not 
been  abused  as  much  this  year  as  last  year.  Cleansing  and  disin- 
fecting is  done  each  day  in  the  morning.  The  convenience  at  the 
“ Waggon  and  Horses,”  formerly  used  by  the  public,  has  now 
been  done  away  with,  and  a great  nuisance  abated  in  consequence. 

Other  conveniences  and  W.C.’s  at  the  public-houses  in  the 
District  are  regularly  visited. 

Drainage  Passed,  Privy-middens  Converted,  &c.  During 
the  year  we  have  had  167  new  yard  and  W.C.  drains  laid  with 
new  passage  connections,  and  have  tested  them  severely  with  the 
water  test  before  passing.  Every  particular  is  carefully  taken  of 
the  drainage  before  the  same  is  allowed  to  be  covered. 
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The  number  of  privy-middens  abolished  during-  the  year  has 
been  141,  in  1907  74;  total  in  2 years,  215 — affecting  266  houses 
in  1908,  in  1907  127;  total  for  the  2 years,  393.  The  number  of 
W.C.’s  provided  have  been  258  in  1908,  127  in  1907;  total,  385. 

The  number  of  ashbins  provided  have  been  203  in  1908,  127 
in  1907  ; total  330.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  328  new  houses  have 
been  erected  in  the  year,  and  as  ail  these  are  supplied  with  new 
ashbins,  the  total  increase  of  ashbins  for  the  twelve  months  has 
been  531.  The  day  work  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  four  carts 
have  more  difficulty  in  coping  with  the  work  than  previously. 
The  night  work,  on  the  other  hand,  is  lessening  every  month. 

Bakehouses  The  bakehouses  have  all  received  particular 
attention,  and  have  been  visited  on  115  occasions  respecting  the 
cleansing  of  the  premises  and  the  lighting,  ventilation,  and  drain- 
age of  same.  There  were  29  in  the  District  in  1907;  these  have 
now  increased  to  33.  The  yards,  W.C.’s,  and  other  conveniences 
have  also  received  our  attention.  Two  of  the  three  bakehouses 
reported  last  year  as  being  in  an  insanitary  condition  have  since 
been  remedied,  and  alterations  and  improvements  effected  in  the 
lighting,  ventilation,  and  drainage  in  connection  with  same.  The 
remaining  bakehouse  is  now  being  dealt  with  under  notice. 
Generally  the  bakehouses,  too,  are  in  much  improved  condition. 

Slaughter*  houses.  The  two  slaughter-houses  have  been 
visited  on  twelve  occasions,  and  the  cleansing  and  limewashing 
of  the  same,  the  lairs,  and  yards  have  been  seen  to.  The  carcases 
and  organs  of  the  various  beasts  and  sheep  slaughtered  have  been 
also  examined.  There  are  no  Knackers’  yards  in  this  township, 
and  no  new  slaughter-houses  have  been  registered. 

Day  and  Night  Work.  T he  net  day  weight  of  refuse 
removed  again  shows  a considerable  increase  on  the  previous 
year ; the  net  night  weight  shows  a falling  off.  There  is  an 
increase  of  484  loads  of  day  refuse  on  the  previous  year,  and  a 
decrease  of  449  loads  of  night-soil. 

The  total  tonnage  to  the  Destructor  also  shows  an  increase 
of  160  tons  5 cwts. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  expense  on  this  branch  of  the 
work  of  the  Department,  and  the  fact  that,  as  before  mentioned, 
the  night  work  is  becoming  less  each  month,  we  are  again  justified 
in  saying  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  obtain  the  full  number  of 
loads  and  the  heaviest  weights  without  the  supervision  of  a walk- 
ing foreman,  and  to  make  one  of  the  men  responsible  as  a working 
foreman. 
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j Month  1908. 

j Total  No.  of 

Ashpits  Emptied 

J Shallow  P.ts 

Emptied 

j Deep  Pits 

Emptied 

No.  of  Ashbins 
Emptied 

Loads  of  Shop 
Refuse 

Loads  of 

Day  Refuse 

Loads  of 

Night  Refuse 

Total  Loads 
to  Destructor 

Average  Shop 
Refuse  Weights 

January  . . 

1 

1,270 

847 

423 

12.877 

23 

270 

358 

651 

T.  C.  qr.  lbs.i 
, 0 14  2 2C‘ 

February  . . 

T3H 

622 

689 

12,182 

23i 

26o| 

363 

647 

0 15  3 

March  . . . . 

1,243 

903 

340 

13,819 

23 

259 

359 

641 

0 17  I 14 

April 

1,047 

407 

640 

15,355 

21 

266 

341 

628 

00 

N 

xh 

H 

O 

May  

1,520 

1,042 

478 

17,402 

26 

328 

433 

787 

0 17  I 23 

June 

1,280 

601 

679 

I7,8lO 

29 

275 

318 

622 

0 12  0 0 

July  

1,546 

988 

558 

19,110 

31 

253 

372 

656 

0 15  0 3 

| August  .... 

1,819 

TI52 

667 

17,948 

32 

22  7 

354 

613 

0 13  3 20 

September 

T949 

1,131 

818 

17-893 

28 

247 

322 

597 

0 16  0 II 

October 

2,279 

1,360 

9T9 

19,663 

3U 

295* 

379 

706 

0 16  0 22 

November.  . 

2,116 

1,262 

854 

18,026 

27 

315 

34i 

683 

0 14  0 26 

December 

1.748 

925 

823 : 

I9Mo8 

27 

338 

318 

683 

0 15  i 9 

j Total  .... 

19.128 

11,249 

GO 

GO 

GO 

A ! 

201,393 

322 

j 

3.334 

4,258 

7>9I4 

9236 

Total,  1907. 

21,633 

12. 108  ' 

9-525 

184,187 

320 

2,852 

4.707 

7.879 

823  15 

33 


DAY  and  NIGHT  WORK. 
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Farms  Cowsheds,  Shippons,  and  Pigstyes.  One  hundred 

and  se\  enty  -one  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  to  the 
nine  farms  within  the  district,  and  the  cowsheds  and  shippons, 
pigst}  es,  and  yatds  examined.  Limewashing,  tarring-,  and  cleans- 
ing has  been  done  at  all  of  the  farms,  which  are  now  in  better 
sanitary  condition  than  before.  Where  necessary,  the  lighting, 
\ entilation,  and  drainage  has  also  received  attention. 

i he  number  of  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  shippons  (in- 
cluded in  the  above  figure)  is  27,  and  of  pigstyes  98. 

Dairies  and  Milks  hops.  One  hundred  and  eighty-four 
inspections  have  been  made  to  the  milkshops,  and  the  lighting, 
ventilation,  and  cleansing  have  been  given  particular  attention. 
4 he  c o\  ei  ing  ol  the  bowds  with  fine  double  gauze  screens  to  keep 
out  dust  and  dirt  is  enforced. 

New  Mouses.  The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  new 
houses  built  each  year  for  the  past  five  years  : — 

1908  1907  1906  1905  1904 

328  519  685  391  362 


Legal  or  Preliminary  Notices  Served : 


Jany. 

Feby. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

| une. 

10 

7 

9 

34 

16 

1 2 

July. 

August. 

Septr. 

Octr. 

N ovr. 

Deer. 

I I 

7 

4 

4 

28 

8 

Total 

1 5°* 

Eighty-seven  final  or  reminding  notices  have  also  been  issued, 
and  299  complaints  have  been  received  by  the  Department,  and 
have  been  dealt  with. 


The  following  Inspections  and  Visits  have  been  made:— 


Complaints  received  299 

Bakehouses  11^ 

Fowl  and  Pigeon  Keepers  46 
Dwelling  Houses  and 

Cellars  1,132 

Schools  1 ^ 

Canal  Boats  14 

Offensive  Trades  16 

Dirty  and  Overcrowded 

H ouses  ' 13 

Stables  143 

Slaughter  Houses  12 


Dairies  and  Milkshops....  184 
Farms,  Cowsheds,  Ship- 


pons, and  Pigstyes  171 

Refreshment  Rooms  and 

Icecream  Shops  8 

Factories  26 

Workshops  ..  67 

Brickfields  3 

Ashbins  ^31 

Privies  and  Ashpits  1,004 

Waterclosets  971 

Urinals  S3 


Passages  

245 

Yards  

2 >973 

Outworkers  

*5 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  

58 

Letters  Written  

2 72 

Smoke  Observations  

1 0 

Private  House  Chimneys 

Fired  

10 

Fire  Escapes  Inspected  ... 

1 1 

Food  Inspections  

iOI 

Unsound  Food  Seizures...  '7 

Fair  Ground  Visited  11 

Vans  Inspected  6q 

Night  and  Morning-  Visits 

to  Men  6 

Shops  179 

Passage,  House  and  Yard 

Drains  Inspected  914 

Manure  Heaps  29 


We  wish  to  again  record  our  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  in  the  execu- 
tion of  our  duty. 


We  are,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 


(Signed)  A..  E.  CHEETHAM,  Chief  Inspector. 

L.  E.  GOODYER,  Second  Inspector. 


